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Eul a Mai Neal Gannon Birkey
Cct. 7, 1924 — Feb. 8, 2006

GALVESTON —Eul a Mai Neal Gannon Birkey, 81, born Cct. 7, 1924, in McMnnville, Tenn., was
a daughter of Henry Lee and Cyntha Elizabeth (Davenport) Neal. Eula Married M ddl eton
Snoot Gannon on Aug. 15, 1943. He died March 29, 1984. She then nmarried Lowel | Birkey Aug.
10, 1985. He died Jan. 3, 1998.

Eula is also preceded in death by her parents; one brother, Huston Neal of North Vernon
two hal f-brothers, Charlie Neal of McMnnville, Tenn., and Shine Neal of I|ndianapolis. Two
daughters and one son died in infancy.

Eula is survived by four daughters, Mary Key, Monterey, Tenn., Rosa Gannon, Kokono, Naomi
and husband Dan Vandiver, Sharpsville, Rebecca and husband Steve Bechtel, Indianapolis;
one granddaughter, Tammy and husband Mark Brooks, Kokono; three great-granddaughters,
Shel by and Sierra Carpenter, and Cheyanne Brooks, all of Kokonop; one brother, Carl Neal
Nort h Vernon; a host of nieces and nephews; three stepdaughters and three stepsons, Mrle
and wi fe Becky Birkey, Wayne and wife Shirley Birkey, Roselyn Beachy, Retha and husband
Dan Martin, Lavon and wi fe Tanmy Birkey, Geneva and husband Ron N ccum several
stepgrandchil dren and step great-grandchildren; and a close fanmily friend, Doris Phipps,
Mont erey, Tenn.

Eul a was a nenber of Munt Zion Free Methodi st Church near Gal veston where she attended
until 1985. After she married Lowel|l Birkey she attended Howard-M anmi Mennonite Church
where Lowel | was a nenber.

Eul a came to Indiana with her husband, Snpot, and her el dest daughter, Mary, in 1944. She
lived out the rest of her life in Mam County and later in Howard County.

She was a honenmaker until her youngest daughter was eight years old, occasionally taking a
job outside of the home to hel p nake ends neet for her fanily

She | oved growi ng and tending to her flowers and vegetabl e garden, canning the rewards of
her |abor for her famly, and always kept a neat and cl ean honme. She was a great
sout hern-styl e cook.

She worked 21 years as a nurses aide, first at Wndsor Estates Nursing Hone, then at
Forest Park Health Care Center. She later returned to Wndsor Estates where she retired in
August 1985.

She was a strong wonan. She bore seven children; and buried three children and two
husbands. She worked | ong hours between her job as a nurses aide and her job as a nother
and wi fe, taking care of her home and fanily

She nanaged her disease of diabetes for 35 years until she had a couple of mld strokes
which left her unable to care for herself as she had done all those years. On March 29,
2004, she went to reside at Wndsor Estates Nursing Hone until Decenber 2005, when she had
her right |eg anputated due to di abetes.



She was noved to Manor Care after a brief stay at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Hospital. On
Feb. 1, 2006, she had her left |leg anputated as well, followed by a second stay at St.

El i zabeth Ann Seton Hospital where she again received excellent care until her passing on
Feb. 8, 2006, at 7:55 a.m

The fanily of Eula Birkey wishes to thank the staff of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Hospital
for their care, as well as the many faithful visitors of famly and friends from Mount
Zion Free Methodi st Church and the Howard-M anmi Mennonite Church. Thanks for all the
prayers, cards and visits these last two years during nother’s tinme of need. You hel ped
brighten her | ast days on this earth

Funeral services are 1 p.m Saturday at the Mirray-Waver Funeral Hone, Gl veston Chapel,
401 S. California St., with Pastors Lee MIler and Randy Detweiler officiating. Burial
will follow at the Galveston Cenetery. Calling hours are 4 to 8 p.m today at the funeral
home. Menorial Contributions may be made to Howard-M ami Mennonite Church, 3976 E. 1400
S., Kokonmo, IN.
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